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Get Conmected with VLI
PTA!

Contact the VLI PTA Webmaster, Pam

Moore, & " if
you have questions about the website.
For more information about VLI PTA,
please contact PTA President, Sara
Barber at 281- 932- 8977.

)

Pamela Moore
VLI PTA Webmaster

A Message from the
PTA President

Wow, is it me or has this
year follow by? We are
already in February. It
seems hard to believe we only
1

have a few months of school
left.

Just a reminder that our
2nd  school dance is this
Friday, 2/6 and tickets will
be sold during each lunch
period the week of the dance.
Please don’t miss out on this
volunteer opportunity and a
chance to let your children
enjoy an evening that is sure
to be a BLAST no matter
what the age. Please contact
Sharon @ 281-338-6067 if
you wish to participate.

A nomination committee
has been formed to start
making arrangements for our
2009-10 PTA Board. We will
have several parents which
will be graduating to High
School so, if you wish to
serve on our PTA board
please contact Kristy Coury
at kristycoury@comcast.net

If you are not interested
in serving on our board but
still want to volunteer for
dances, teacher appreciation,
school store, etc, | invite you
to join our PTA. A
membership form is included
in this newsletter and online.

I would also like to invite
you to our next

Also, don't forget to
attend our Founder's Day
Dinner Thursday @ 7pm @
CCHS. Please take a
moment to visit our website
for future events and school

information at
1
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SPECIAL PURCHASES

VLI Staff please get
your thinking caps on
and start a wish list
early this year for
your end-of-the-year

Winter 2009
Special Purchase
requests. Forms will

be put in your boxes
towards the end of
the school vyear, so
you have lots of
time. For questions,
please contact Kristy
Coury,
kristycourylcomcast.n
et.

Cupids Ball

We are happy to have
everyone back in school after the
holiday season!

VLI will have our PTA
sponsored dance on Friday,
February  6th  6:45-9:00pm.
Dances are a wonderful time to re-
connect with "old friends" and get
acquainted with "new ones". We
will have concessions, a picture
booth, a great D.J, and other
surprises.

Tickets will be available for $5
2/4th  through 2/6" during all
lunches the week of the dance or
can be purchased at the door for
$6.

We are in need of parent
volunteers. Please call Sharon at
281-338-6067 if you would like to
help.

Sharon Wisniewski
Dance Chairperson
281-338-6067




Registration is now
open for Texas PTA's

100th
Annual Convention!

Austin Convention Center

February 27 - March 1,
2009

Convention 2009 will include
many fun activities, useful
workshops and up-to-date

information on our
legislative priorities. You
will not want to miss this
exciting event,

as Texas PTA celebrates 100
years of service to the
children of Texas!

Don't forget to make plans
to come a day early
and attend our exciting

PTA Day at the Capitol on
February 26th, including our
rally at 11:00am!

online registration is easy
and convenient. Simply click
HERE to begin.

Or visit our WEBSITE for the
complete registration
packet, hotel information
and more.

Please feel free to contact
us at programs®@txpta.org if
you have any questions or
need additional information.
We look forward to seeing
you in February!

VLI School Store

| just wanted to remind
everyone of the VL School Store
hours. We are open every day of
the week.

Hours include Mon, Wed, and
Fri from 8:15-9:00am as well as
Tues & Thurs during school lunch
hours (11:45-1:15 pm)

We have a variety of school
supply items to purchase as well as
hoodies and t-shirts. We accept
cash and checks (made payable to
VLI PTA).

Charryl Currie-Wong

charrylcw@earthlink.net
281-701-5664

Reprinted from Fall 2008 VLI Newsletter




Mark Your Calendars!

2008 — 2009 VLI PTA Activity Calendar

January 26t — General PTA Meeting, 7PM, VLI Commons

February 6! — PTA Sponsored School Dance, 6:45-9PM, VLI Commons

March 16-20 - CCISD Spring Break

March 30t — General PTA Meeting, 7PM, VLI Commons

May 18t — General PTA Meeting, 7PM, VLI Commons (2009-2010 Officer Installations)
May 25t — Memorial Day Holiday

June 4t — Early Release Last Day of School

VLI PTA 2008-2009 Board Members

1" Vice President 2" Vice President 3" Vice President
President Newsletter Programs Members
Sara Barber Kim Steele Jan Voeller James Kantara
Secretary Treasurer Parliamentarian Historian
Cindy Gresch Denise Pufal Pamela Moore Tasha Poole
Webmaster Dances School Store Teacher
Pamela Moore  Sharon Wisniewski  Charryl Currie Appreciation
Wong Martha Bullard
Special Purchases
Kristy Coury

State PTA News
Under the Dome - Texas PTA Legislative Update

TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD
RELEASES NEW UNIFORM GPA RULES

On November 17, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) released revised rules
establishing a uniform methodology for calculating the grade point average (GPA) of all students in

Texas public high schools. The rules will apply beginning with the freshmen high school class of 2009-
2010.

According to the latest version of the proposed rules:




The GPA will be calculated on a 4-point scale, with certain courses getting additional weight on
a 4.5 or 5-point scale;

Courses for which a student earns a final grade lower than 70 (and thus will not earn course
credit) and courses for local credit will not be factored into the GPA calculation;

The following courses will count towards the uniform GPA:

o Course, including electives, listed in 19 TAC 74.63 (b) (1)-(6) and (8)-(11), all
Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses, career and
technology (CTE) courses aligned with a university course of study (as determined by
the CTE Advisory Committee), and dual credit courses, including career oriented
courses listed in the community college course manual.

Out-of-state academic courses in the categories above will be included in the GPA calculation
if credit is awarded that counts towards the Recommended or Distinguished High School
Program;

The following courses will receive additional weight (above a 4.0) in the GPA calculation:

o AP, IB and dual credit courses will all receive an additional weight of 1.0;
Pre-A, Honors and Pre-IB courses will receive an additional weight of 0.5 if begun
prior to May 1, 2013. If begun on or after that date, Pre-AP and Honors courses will
be expected to meet Laying the Foundation, or comparable standards, and Pre-IB
courses will be expected to be part of an approved IB program. Continued weighting
for Pre-AP, Honors and Pre-IB courses will be reviewed by the GPA Advisory
Committee.

The chart for converting numerical grades to grade points on the three scales also includes
provisions for converting letter grades to grade points;

THECB will establish a 15-member GPA Advisory Committee comprised of representatives
from public and higher education and the workforce to oversee implementation of the GPA
standards, monitor courses counted in the GPA calculation, and ensure institutional
compliance with THECB rules for dual credit courses; and

Colleges and universities offering dual credit courses will be required to monitor the rigor of
those courses.

Public comments will be accepted for 30 days after the rules are published in the Texas Register.
Comments may be submitted to Natalie Coffey, Senior Program Director, Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board, P.O. Box 12788, Austin, Texas 78711.

Texas PTA is a noncommercial, nonsectarian-nonpartisan organization that promotes the welfare of children and youth. Texas
PTA does not endorse any candidate or political party.




Community News

2009 Regional Forums
You’re Invited

Why focus on underage alcohol and tobacco use?

Research provides more reasons than ever for parents and other adults to be alarmed about the effects of
underage drinking and tobacco use on Texas children. Among Texas youth, alcohol is the primary drug of
choice — near double the use of other substances. Tobacco continues to be second. Both are gateways to
other drug use and risky behaviors, linked to truancy and low-test scores. Now is the time to learn about
proven steps for community action to prevent and reduce youth access and availability to these substances.
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What is a Regional Forum?

Regional Forums are opportunities for communities to equip themselves with needed information and tools to
effectively collaborate for change at local, regional and state levels.

Texans Standing Tall partners with community coalitions and organizations across the state to hold Regional
Forums. The Forums focus on preventing youth alcohol and tobacco use with the ultimate goal of reducing all
youth substance abuse.

How do | register?

Attendance is $25 and meals are provided. Register at www.TexansStandingTall.org for the Forum of your
choice. Once registered, you will receive details about the Forum you chose.

What can | expect?

To be equipped with tools, information, and resources to help prevent youth substance abuse by creating
community change.

Day-At-A-Glance

Morning — State and local leaders speak on youth substance abuse trends and evidence-based prevention
strategies

Lunch — Community building

Afternoon — Action activities for change

This Regional Forum includes a Student Track for high school students. Those registering for the Student Track can find
information at www. TexansStandingTall.org.

STUDENT

TRAC KCOMMUNITY COALITIONS PROGRAM
Visit www.TexansStandingTall.org for all Regional Forum information, location details,
registration information, and agendas. Questions call 512-442-7501.

Cut along line
PTA DUES MEMBERSHIP FORM
FORMA PARA CUOTAS DE MEIMBROSE
Additional members may be listed on a separate sheet and included. Please list each child and teacher name.
Miembros adicionales se escriben en otra hoja y se incluyen. Favor de incluir los nombres de cada nino y maestro(a).

Member Name / Nombre de Miembro:

Address / Domicillo:

City, State, Zip Code / Ciudad, Estado, Codigo Postal:

Phone # / Telefono #:

E-mail / Domicillio Electronico:

Students’ Names & Teacher (In This School) / Nombre de Estudiantes y Maestro(a) (En Esta Escuela):

Check all that apply: __Student/ Estudiante __Parent/Guardian / Pareinte/Custudio

__Faculty/Staff / Facultad/Personal __ Community Member / Miembro de Comunidad
Marque todo __Texas Life Member / Miembro Honrado de Texas PTA
que se appliqué: __l'would like to be contacted about volunteering. /

Llame atraves el tema de voluntario(a).

Please fill out form. Attach your membership dues of $7.00 per person. You may drop off your form and dues at the Front Office in an
envelope marked VLI PTA or you may mail to / Llene por favor forma. Conecte sus derechos de la asociacion de $7,00 por persona. Usted
puede dejar su forma y los derechos en la Oficina en un sobre marcaron VLI peseta o usted puede enviar a:

VLI PTA, 2880 West Walker, League City, TX 77573




Health News

Just to give everyone an idea as to how many recalls are being issued concerning the
peanut butter/paste recalls -- as of today (Jan 23), at 12:30 pm, there have been 11
recalls issued by the FDA for this day alone.

I read an article in the Chronicle today that said most of the major retailers have taken
the recalled items off their shelves, but the smaller stores ( "mom & pop stores,
convenience stores, etc.) are not necessarily aware of the recalls and might not have
removed these products.

If you want to keep up with the recalls, here is the link that will take you directly to the
FDA recall page: http://www.fda.gov/opacom/7alerts.ntml I have tried to keep up with
recalls that might be of interest to you, but it has progressively gotten to be oo many to

send out!

If you are interested in seeing the notice published by CCISD concerning the peanut
butter/paste recalls, look for the link on the homepage of the website: www.ccisd.net or
use this link fo go directly to the notice:
http://www.ccisd.net/display news.asp?storyID=1132

Article by: Pam Moore,

CCCC of PTAs Health & Safety Chair

DON'T MAY NEED TO AND AFTER
EAT SOMETHING | |SCHOOL. HERE
FORGET TO EVERY FEW ARE SOME
SNACK - HOURS. IN HEALTHFUL
ADDITION TO SNACKS TO
BREAKFAST CHOOSE:
gﬁﬁﬁiﬁ aRE LUNCH AND FRESH FRUITS,
STILL GROWING DINNER, MANY DRIED FRUITS,
D HAVE & KIDS FEEL THEIR | | FRUIT FILLED
BEST WHEN THEY | | COOKIES
VERY HIGH
EAT SNACKS IN
LEVEL OF MID-MORNING
ACTIVITY, THEY
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-VEGETABLE
WITH LOW-FAT
DIP

-CHEESE CUBES,
CHEESE STICKS,
YOGURT, AND
MILK
-WHOLE-GRAIN
BREADS,
BAGELS, WHOLE-
GRAIN
CRACKERS,
WHOLE-WHEAT
PRETZELS
-PEANUT
BUTTER,
HUMMUS, BEAN
DIP
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Apple Trivia

How many apple
varieties are gown
in the World?

a.
b.
C.

2500

7500
Never been
counted

. 5300

Answer: b




